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In affair 
fallout, 
top Fla. 
Senate 
Democrat 
resigns 


m Sen. Jeff Clemens of Lake 
Worth, designated to lead the 
Senate Democrats in 2018, 
initially said he hoped to repair 
relations with his wife and 
continue serving but, after 
hours of reflection, chose to 
leave the post with two years 
left in office. 


BY MARY ELLEN KLAS 
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE 

The Florida Senate’s top Dem- 
ocratic leader, Jeff Clemens, 
resigned Friday after admitting 
to having an affair with a lobbyist 
during the last legislative ses- 
sion, saying that repairing his 
personal life was impossible 
while serving in the high-profile 
role. 

“Effective today, I am resign- 
ing from the Florida Senate,” 
Clemens said in a 
statement Friday. 
“I have made 
mistakes I [am] 
ashamed of, and 
for the past six 
months I have 
been focused on 
becoming a better 
person. But it is 
clear to me that task is impos- 
sible to finish while in elected 
office. The process won’t allow 
it, and the people of Florida 
deserve better. All women de- 
serve respect, and by my actions, 
I feel I have failed that standard. 
I have to do better.” 

Clemens, a Lake Worth politi- 
cal consultant, acknowledged an 
affair with former Martin County 
lobbyist Devon West in state- 
ment first reported by Politico 
Florida. 

Clemens, who is 47 and mar- 
ried, was charged with leading 
the election efforts of Senate 
Democrats in 2018. Democrats 
won a significant victory in Sep- 
tember, when Annette Taddeo 
defeated Republican state Rep. 
Jose Felix Diaz in the Miami 
district formerly held by Repub- 
lican Frank Artiles. 

Artiles resigned in late April 
after a racially-tinged tirade 
against two black legislators in a 
Tallahassee bar. Artiles was 
forced to apologize on the Senate 
floor but resigned when the Her- 
ald/Times reported that he used 
his political committee to hire as 
“consultants” a former Hooters 
“calendar girl” and a Playboy 
model with no political experi- 
ence. 


Clemens 
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WORLD SERIES | PUERTO RICO 


DAVID SANTIAGO dsantiago@miamiherald.com 


Despite the massive power outages in Puerto Rico, many baseball fans still made it out to watch the World 
Series. Here, Eric Vazquez watches the Astros play the Los Angeles Dodgers in Game 2 on Wednesday. 


Bright light shines 
on a darkened island 


BY KYRA GURNEY 
AND PATRICIA MAZZEI 


kgurney@miamiherald.com 


SAN JUAN 

Willy Gonzalez drove five 
hours in bumper-to-bumper traf- 
fic, past blown-out stoplights and 
battered hillsides, to watch his 
beloved Houston Astros and their 
Puerto Rican star, Carlos Correa, 
play on a big screen in the depths 
of San Juan’s darkness. 

The 70-year-old insurance 
salesman didn’t want to risk 
missing the game while searching 
for a sports bar in his hometown 


of Bayamon, where even fewer 
businesses have access to gener- 
ators, so he set out early Wednes- 
day morning on a drive that used 
to take less than 30 minutes but 
has turned into what he de- 
scribed as a nightmarish journey 
since the hurricane. 

After more than a month with- 
out power and other basic neces- 
sities, watching the Astros play 
the Los Angeles Dodgers in 
Game 2 of the World Series out- 
side his favorite sports bar was 
“free therapy,” Gonzalez said 
Wednesday evening as he nursed 
a beer near San Juan’s iconic La 


Placita de Santurce marketplace. 
And what a game it was. The 
Astros won 7-6 in the 11th inning, 
after a wild extra-inning home 
run derby and blown saves by 

both team’s closing pitchers. 

Like many of the several 
hundred baseball fans gathered 
around the plaza, Gonzalez said 
his decision to root for the Astros 
had been a simple one: “First, 
because there are boricuas,” he 
said, using the affectionate island 
slang term for Puerto Ricans. 
“There’s the guy who’s a super- 
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Sick Puerto Rican baby left 
in medical limbo in Miami 


BY ELIZABETH KOH 
ekoh@miamiherald.com 


When Victoria Malave breathes, all you can hear 


is a relentless, insistent chirp. 


It’s the sound of her ventilator, which the 10- 
month-old Puerto Rican baby has needed to keep 
her alive for much of her short life. After Hurricane 
Maria knocked out power to the public housing 
where she and her parents lived, her gastric tube 
became infected and she was airlifted to Miami to 


seek medical care. 


But since she and her mother Maricelis Jimenez, 
38, arrived in South Florida early last week, mother 
and daughter have found themselves ensnared in 


medical limbo. They hoped escaping the island 


EMILY MICHOT emichot@miamiherald.com 


Maricelis Jimenez, 38, comforts her 10-month-old 
SEE BABY, 2A_daugher, Victoria, who requires a breathing tube, 


Fidel Castro replies to president 
John F. Kennedy’s naval blockade 


JFK documents show plots to kill Castro 


BY CAITLIN OSTROFF, 
JULIE K. BROWN 
AND NORA GAMEZ TORRES 


jbrown@MiamiHerald.com 


A series of complex, ruthless 
and at times outlandish plots 
were considered by the U.S. 
government in the 1960s in an 
effort to overthrow the commu- 
nist regime of Fidel Castro, new- 


New details about the U.S. 
military’s vast anti-Castro oper- 
ations leading up to and follow- 
ing the Nov. 22, 1963, assassina- 
tion of president John F. Kenne- 
dy were part of a cache of docu- 
ments published Thursday by the 
National Archives. 

The Cuba operations, labeled 
different names over time, were 
designed to trigger a revolt by 


communist regime by using 
propaganda and other means to 
blame sabotage and terror on 
Castro, documents show. 
Military leaders suggested, 
among other things: using plastic 
bombs to sink a boat of Cuban 
refugees; using biological weap- 
ons to disrupt the country’s sugar 
crop; blowing up copper mines 


SPORTS 


DEFENSIVE 
WOES A CONCERN 


On Saturday, Miami — 
which ranks 23rd in 
defensive rating — will 
again be without center 
Hassan Whiteside. 1B 


TROPICAL LIFE 


A WINDOW INTO 
COFFEE CULTURE 


Writer and photographer 
Jacob Katel documented 
Miami’s Cuban coffee 
culture by visiting over 
100 walk-up windows. 1C 


U.S.-CUBA RELATIONS 


CUBA GOES 
ON DEFENSIVE 


The Cuban government 
took to TV to defend itself 
against U.S. accusations — 
and published a document 
listing some names. 3A 


NATION 


FIRST CHARGES 
FILED BY MUELLER 


A federal grand jury in 
Washington, D.C., 
approved the first charges 
in the investigation led by 
special counsel Robert 
Mueller, according to 
sources. 12A 


during the 1960s Missile Crisis. ly declassified files show. Cubans against the country’s SEE JFK, 4A 
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